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Author Bio: 

Australian author Markus Zusak grew up hearing stories about Nazi Germany, about the bombing of Munich 
and about Jews being marched through his mother’s small, German town. He always knew it was a story he 
wanted to tell. “We have these images of the straight-marching lines of boys and the ‘Heil Hitlers’ and this 
idea that everyone in Germany was in it together. But there still were rebellious children and people who 
didn’t follow the rules and people who hid Jews and other people in their houses. So there’s another side to 
Nazi Germany,” said Zusak in an interview with The Sydney Morning Herald. At the age of 30, Zusak has 
already asserted himself as one of today’s most innovative and poetic novelists. With the publication of The 
Book Thief, he is now being dubbed a ‘literary phenomenon’ by Australian and U.S. critics. Zusak is the 
award-winning author of four previous books for young adults: The Underdog, Fighting Ruben Wolfe, 
Getting the Girl, and I Am the Messenger, recipient of a 2006 Printz Honor for excellence in young adult 
literature. He lives in Sydney. 

http://www.randomhouse.com/features/markuszusak/author.html 

 

 Novel Synopsis: 

Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel 
Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by 
stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster 
father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with 
the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau. 

This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul. 

http://www.randomhouse.com/features/markuszusak/books.html 
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